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Presentation Brief (300-350 words)

The role of imermediary cities in the context of urban-rural Iinkages
cannot be underestimated. The New Urban Agenda {NUA) and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development recaognizes the need to integrate
- ‘ wurban, peri-urban and rural areas. Before the cowid-19 pandemuc,

aac Mwang:, Unwersity of Member States at the first UN-Habitat Assembly in 2019 lsunched the
Urban-Rural Linkoges: Guiding Principles (URL-GP) and Framework for
Action to Advarxe Terntovial Development and approved a resolution
calling for focused efforts to strengthen URLS. When the pandemic
spread across cities, countries and regions, UN-Mabitat and partners
hosted a series of action learming webinars focused on the pandemac and
urban-rural inkages (URL) between May and December, 2020 with over
2200 particpants. The outcomes which have been synthesized in a
report will be shared during this session.

Similarly, UN-Habitat and OECD are working together to develop the
G20 platform which offers opportuntties far development n
Intermediarycities. The priorities in the platform incdude recovery from
covid-19 which wil be shared during this sesson.

The objectwves of the sesion will be:

1 Extablish the key role of ntermediary ctiesin strengthening URL

2. To examine the mmpact of covid-19 in the context of urban
{imermediary cities), peri-urban and rural contexts with
exampies through the lens of different sectors

3. Toshare inspiring practiceson resilience and recovery to covid-
19 and pandemics from different contexts globally

4. Share experiences for implementing intermediary project in
Ethiopia and present the opportunities for intermediary cities in
the G20 platform on “SDGs/ocalization and intermediary cities™

Different speakers and experts will share experiences, tools and
methodologies including specific recommendations for national and
local autharities. The session will also bring lessons learnt from a
wehinar session co-organized by UN-Habitat and UCLGA on role of
intermediary cities in strengthening URL in preparation for the Africities
in January, 2022. The recommendations made during this session are
intended to make contributions to the overall objective of the 9™
Africities Summit by producing the following key outcome:

1. The significance of intermediary cities on strengthening urban-
rural linkages towards sustainable wrbanization in Africa
explored

2. An understanding of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
intermediary cities and rural areas as well as approaches and
experiences on resilience and recovery relevant in Africa;

3. Understanding the opportunity of the G20 platform for
development in intermediary cities in Africa







